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The common belief inclines to one. Mr. Darwin, whose
caution is as remarkable as his courage, and whose candour
is delightful, hesitates as to which conclusion should be
adopted: "I cannot doubt/' he says, "that the theory of
descent, with modifications, embraces all the members of the
same class. I believe that animals have descended from, at
most, only four or five progenitors, and plants from an equal
or lesser number. Analogy would lead me one step further,
namely, to the belief that all animals and plants have de-
scended from some one prototype. But analogy may be a
deceitful guide."
126. I cannot see the evidence which would warrant the
belief that Life originated solely in one microscopic lump of
protoplasm on one single point of our earth's surface; on the
contrary, it is more probable that from innumerable and sepa-
rate points of this teeming earth, myriads of protoplasts
sprang into existence, whenever and wherever the conditions
of the formation of organised substance were present. It is
probable that this has been incessantly going on, and that
every day new protoplasts appear, struggle for existence, and
serve as food for more highly organised rivals; but whether
an evolution of the lower forms is, or is not, still going on,
there can be no reluctance on the part of every believer in
Evolution to admit that when organised substance was first
evolved, it was evolved at many points. If this be so, the
community observable in organised substance, wherever found,
may as often be due to the fact of a common elementary com-
position as to the fact of inheritance. If this be so, we have
a simple explanation both of the fundamental resemblances
which link all organisms together, and of the characteristic
diversities which separate them into kingdoms, classes, and
orders. The resemblances are many, and close, because the
forms evolved had a similar elementary composition, and
their stages of evolution were determined by similar condi-
tions. The diversities are many, because the forms evolved
had from the first some diversities in elementary composition,
and their stages of evolution were determined under condi-
tions which, though similar in general, have varied in